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WRITING WORKSHOP 

At the Paris American Academy 

Paris, France 

July 2-28, 2011 
 

Join select  s tudents and profess ional  wri ters  July for  a  month-long creat ive  

wri t ing workshop.  Col lege credi t  i s  avai lable for  this  hands-on Engl ish-

language wri t ing program, wi th  intensive workshops that  include ins t ruct ion 

in:  

 

•  Fict ion 

•  Poetry 

•  Travel  Wri t ing 

•  Memoir  

•  Screenplays  and dramat ic  wri t ing 

•  Li terary journal ism 

•  Journal  Wri t ing 

•  Presentat ion and Performance  

 

In  addi t ion to  taking classes  and amassing wri t ing port fol ios ,  s tudents  wi l l  

part icipate in  one-on-one cr i t iques  wi th  profess ional  wri te rs ,  give readings  in  

Paris ian bookshops,  and receive "survival" French lessons .  Between classes  

and tutorials ,  there wi l l  be ample t ime to  experience the ci ty,  a t tend cul tural  

events ,  v is i t  museums,  learn his tory,  take day-t r ips  to  the countryside,  read  

books,  hang out  in  cafes ,  dance by the  Seine,  and make fr iends  from around 

the world.  

 

I  COURSES 

 

Literary Fict ions Workshop 

Under the di rect ion  of  novel is t ,  short -s tory wri ter ,  poet  and playwright  John 

Biguenet ,  th is  workshop wil l  offer  s tudents  an opportun i ty to  wri te  short  

f ict ion and poetry,  as  wel l  as  dramat ic  scr ipts  for  the  s tage  and  screen.  

Examining the s tudent 's  own wri t ing alongside publ ished works ,  the 

workshop wil l  present  ins t ruct ion in  the essent ial  e lements  of  l i terary forms  

whi le  providing each part icipant  a  community of  readers  to  respond to  his  or  

her  work.  In  addi t ion,  each s tudent  wi l l  meet  wi th  Biguenet  for  individual  

conferences  to  develop a project  for  the  f inal  port fol io  and for  submission for  

publ icat ion.  The fundamentals  of  publ ishing wil l  a lso be addressed along with  

other  aspects  of  succeeding as  a  profess ional  wri ter .  

 

Creative Nonf ict ion Workshop 

Travel  wri ter  Rolf  Pot ts  wi l l  lend a profess ional  touch to  this  workshop, 

which delves  into  the essence of  nonfict ion s torytel l ing.  Since the Paris  

set t ing is  r ipe for  place-based  nar rat ive,  t ravel  wri t ing wil l  be a  central  
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aspect  o f  this  workshop — but  s tudents  wi l l  a lso be encouraged  to  explore the  

ar t  of  memoir ,  as  wel l  as  the  ins  and  outs  of  l i terary journal ism.  Though this  

class  pr imari ly aims to  sharpen and evolve wri ters '  ins t incts  for  construct ing 

narrat ives ,  i t  wi l l  a l so touch on the pract ical  mat ters  of  working with  agents  

and edi tors ,  and submit t ing s tor ies  for  publ icat ion.  Pot ts  wi l l  give one-on-one  

guidance for  each  s tudent 's  work,  and f inal  port fol ios  wi l l  include one  

pol ished nonfict ion s tory to  be submit ted for  publ icat ion.  

 

I  ELECTIVE CLASSES 

 

The Paris  Notebook (Journal  Writ ing)  

Guided by novel is t  Lauren Grodstein ,  s tudents  wi l l  keep a notebook 

throughout  the course,  working in  a  var iety of  modes of  journal  wri t ing.  This  

notebook wil l  become a source for  more f inished pieces  — poems,  short  

t ravel ,  e tc .  — in the other  courses .  Wri t ing ass ignments  wi l l  be coordinated 

with  readings  and with  excurs ions  in  and around Paris .  

 

Presentation and Performance 

The drama of  the  spoken word  is  the focal  point  o f  this  one-t ime seminar ,  

taught  col lect ively by John Biguenet ,  Rolf  Pot ts ,  and Lauren Grodstein .  

Regardless  of  the form they wish to  explore,  wri ters  wi l l  learn how to 

enhance the dramat ic  potent ial  of  thei r  work through readings  in  the 

workshop.  Wri ters  wi l l  grasp how thei r  presentat ion appears  and sounds to  

others ;  and why i t  i s  essent ial  for  publ icat ion that  a  work possess  i t s  own 

voice once removed from the actual  wri ter .  

 

I  INSTRUCTORS 

 

.   

John Biguenet 

John Biguenet  i s  the widely acclaimed author  of  The Torturer 's  Apprent ice:  

Stories  and Oyster ,  a  novel .  His  s tor ies  have appeared in  such magazines  as  

Granta,  Esquire,  P layboy,  Story,  and  Zoetrope and been presented in  

"Selected Shorts" at  Symphony Space on Broadway.  He is  the author  of  three  

plays ,  Wundmale,  The Vulgar  Soul ,  and Ris ing Water ,  which won the 

Nat ional  New Play Network Commission Award.  His  new play,  Shotgun,  

premiered at  Southern Rep Theatre in  2009.  Another  new play,  Night  Train,  

was developed at  the Nat ional  Theatre  in  London this  past  year .  An O.  Henry 

Award winner  for  hi s  short  f ict ion and a New York Times guest  columnist ,  he 

is  the Robert  Hunter  Dis t inguished Univers i ty Professor  at  Loyola Univers i ty 

in  New Orleans .  
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Rolf  Potts  

Dubbed "Jack Kerouac for  the Internet  Age" by USA Today,  Pot ts '  essays  and 

reportage have appeared  in  such venues  as  the  New York Times Magazine,  

Salon.com, Slate .com, Nat ional  Geographic Traveler ,  the  Travel  Channel ,  and 

Nat ional  Publ ic  Radio — as  wel l  as  over  a  20 nonfic t ion anthologies ,  

including the Best  American Travel  Wri t ing ser ies  and the Best  Creat ive 

Nonfict ion ser ies .  He has  won four  Lowel l  Thomas Awards  for  his  t ravel  

wri t ing,  and his  f i rs t  book,  Vagabonding,  has  been  t ranslated into  four  

languages .  His  newest  book,  publ ished in  2008,  i s  Marco  Polo Didn 't  Go 

There.  This  wi l l  be his  eighth summer of  teaching at  the Paris  American  

Academy.  

 

 
Lauren Grodstein  

Lauren  Grodstein  is  the author  of  the short  s tory col lect ion The Best  of  

Animals  (Persea,  '02)  and Reproduct ion is  the Flaw of  Love,  a  novel  (Dial ,  

'04) .  Her new novel ,  A Friend of  the Family,  was publ ished by Algonquin in  

2009.  Her essays ,  s tor ies ,  and reviews have been publ ished in  The New York  

Times,  The Ontario  Review,  and several  anthologies .  She is  an ass is tant  

professor  of  Engl ish at  Rutgers  Univers i ty,  Camden,  where she  helps  di rect  

the new MFA in creat ive wri t ing.  

 

 


